Up to now functional hemispheric asymmetries for global/local processing have mainly been investigated with hierarchical letters as stimuli. In the present study, three experiments were conducted to examine whether corresponding visual-field (VF) effects can also be obtained with more naturalistic stimuli. To this end, images of animals with a pattern placed on their body were displayed as stimuli. The task for the global level and for the local level was to categorize the animals and the patterns, respectively. As a result, VF-effects were also found for these stimuli and tasks. It is concluded that the hemispheric differences observed for hierarchical letters also hold for naturalistic stimuli.
Introduction
For more than twenty years, it has been proposed that the cerebral hemispheres differ with respect to their capacities for analytic and holistic processing. Mainly based on neuropsychological studies with split-brain patients, it has been hypothesized that the left hemisphere processes information more analytically, whereas the right hemisphere processes stimuli more holistically (for an early overview see Bradshaw & Nettleton, 1981) . The investigation of this hypothesis has been considerably intensified after Navon's (1977) introduction of hierarchical letters as stimuli, i.e. of global letters constructed from local letters. Although Navon himself was mainly interested in the time course of global and local processing, other researchers soon realized that hierarchical letters might also be ideal for investigating hemispheric differences with respect to analytic and holistic processing. One merely has to assume that these modes correspond to the processing of local and global letters, respectively (for a critical view in this respect see Kimchi, 1992) . Accordingly, in behavioral studies one could present a hierarchical letter in the left visual field (LVF) or in the right visual field (RVF), and require the participants to categorize the local or the global letter. If the proposed hemispheric differences really exist, then the categorization of local letters should be faster for stimuli presented in the RVF than for those appearing in the LVF, whereas the opposite should hold for global letters. Indeed, only two years after Navon's (1977) paper, Martin (1979) reported such a study in which she found the expected visual-field (VF) effects. Robertson, & Efron, 1986; Lux, Thimm, Marshall, & Fink, 2006; Robertson & Lamb, 1991) , and brain imaging studies (e.g. Fink et al., 1996 Fink et al., , 1997 Heinze, Hinrichs, Scholz, Burchert, & Mangun, 1998; Lux et al., 2004) . However, hierarchical letters 1 are rather abstract and artificial (cf. Pomerantz, 1981) . Therefore, although there have been some attempts to generalize the VF-effect hypothesis to the auditory domain (e.g. List & Justus, 2007) , what is still missing is evidence that the results obtained with hierarchical letters can be generalized to naturalistic objects. In most global/local studies hierarchical letter stimuli were preferred, because they have some useful properties. First of all, they can easily be constructed. Moreover, the content at one level can be varied independently from that at the other level. This orthogonality property is crucial for preventing contingencies, i.e. the priming of global forms by local forms, and vice versa. Finally, global and local forms are not only independent, they can also be exchanged. That is, certain content can occur at one level, at the other, or even at both levels. This aspect is important if one wants to investigate which of the two levels of a hierarchical stimulus is processed fas- 
